
Progressivism Research Outline 
 
Due Date: ________________________________ (10% off each day it is late) 
You will be assigned one of the major figures from the Progressive Era of American History. You will research the life of this person 
and create a parenthetical outline based on this person’s life and legacy. 
 

Format: 

1. Cover page with image of your historical figure (see example) 
2. Parenthetical outline (see example) 
3. Works cited page (see example) 

 This entire assignment must be typed, double spaced, 11 point font, Arial 
 

Required Sources: 3 total sources 

 1 print source (reference book, encyclopedia, or a book on your figure) 

 1 Electronic source (electronic: database, Ebooks) NO WEBSITES of any kind! 

 1 primary source!  

 Use MLA format for your works cited (MLA 8) using NoodlTools (you can use more than 3 sources) 
 

Outline Basics: 

Your outline will need to cover the following areas of your person’s life: 
1. Early life (birth, family life, education, career/occupations) 
2. Progressive Reform (use your primary source here) 
3. Legacy (what did that person do that impacts American society today) 

See the outline examples for clarification on what to cover 
Directions for the outline: 

 First letter of every new bullet should be capitalized 

 Any information you gained from a source should be in complete sentences 
AND cited on the outline (see example outline) 

 
Citation of Sources in the Outline: 

 Parenthetical citations = (Last name page number) Example: (Smith 249) 
 

Day 1: West Wing of Library  
1. Find at least 1 print source for your person. (reference book, encyclopedia, 

or a book on your figure) 
2. Cite your sources. 
3. Take notes on your person from this source.  
 
Day 2: Computer Lab 
1. Use NoodleTools to cite sources correctly and take notes. 
2. Find E sources using the library page. 
 
Day 3-5: Computer Lab 
1. Continue researching and taking notes. 
2. Begin creating your outline and your works cited page. 
  

Progressive Figures: 

1. Florence Kelley (women & children) 
2. Henry Ford (automobiles) 
3. Jane Addams (social reformer) 
4. Carrie Nation (prohibition)—see Gale: U.S. 

History in Context 
5. Robert M. La Follette (regulating big business) 
6. Lewis Hine (photographer /workers’ rights) 
7. Susan B. Anthony (women’s suffrage) 
8. Carrie Chapman Catt (women’s suffrage) 
9. Upton Sinclair (workers rights & issues w/ food) 
10. Theodore Roosevelt (president) 
11. Ida B. Wells (rights for African Americans & 

women) 
12. W.E.B. Du Bois (rights for African-Americans) 
13. Ida M. Tarbell (investigative journalist) 
14. William Howard Taft (president) 
15. Jacob Riis (investigative 

journalist/photographer) 

16. Woodrow Wilson (president) 

Title 
 

I. Early Life 
A. Birth 
B. Family life 
C. Education 
D. Career/Occupations 

II. Progressive Reform 
A. One major aspect of reform 
B. Another major aspect of reform 

III. Legacy  
A. (Come up with something that fits your person) 
B. (Come up with something that fits your person) 

 



Format Overview for all parts (including cover and works cited): 
 11 point font 

 Arial font 

 Double-spaced 
 

Cover Page: 

 Your person’s name 

 Your name 

 Picture of your person 

 Ms. Abrahams 

 U.S. History Period ___ 

 Date 
 

Outline: 

 See example format on my website 

 This should be 2-4 pages, typed, double-spaced 

 1st word of each point should be capitalized 

 Cite each of your points on your chart 
o Parenthetical citations =        (Last name page number).    Example: (Smith 249). 

 

Works Cited Page: 

 Alphabetical order based on the 1st word of each citation 

 Double-spaced 

 Do NOT add an extra space between each source 

 Hanging indent = 1st line of each source should NOT be indented, all lines after that for the 
source need to be indented (see example) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

If there was no author for the source, put 
the 1st word on from the works cited—if 
that word is in quotes, it needs to be 
documented in quotes as well 

Progressive Outline Rubric 
Cover Page: 

 Correct format (centered, double spaced) (1) ___ 

 Picture or painting of person (1)  ___ 

 Title, name, teacher, period, date (2)  ___ 
Outline: 

 Title (1)    ___ 

 Early Life (10)    ___ 

 Progressive Reform  (12)   ___ 

 Legacy (6)    ___ 

 Correct format (outline format, capitalize 1st word, 
 double-spaced) (5)   ___ 

 Parenthetical documentation for each point (8) ___ 
Works Cited Page 

 1 print source (2)   ___ 

 1 Database (2)    ___ 

 1 primary source (2)   ___ 

 Correct format (double spaced, MLA format,  
Hanging indent) (3)   ___ 

 
Grammar, spelling, capitalization, 11 pt. font (5) ___ 
 
 

   TOAL (60 ) ___ 


