
1: Roman Roads
• Roman roads wound 53,000 miles around the Mediterranean Sea

• Lasted for more than a thousand years and some sections are still in use today

Purpose: 

• To move Roman armies from one part of the empire to another

• Easier for the emperors to control their empire as messages and orders could be sent quickly

• Citizens were free to use the roads, but travelers had to be alert for bandits

Building:

• Wooden posts were dug into the ground to mark out the straight line

• Roads were built along this line

• Ditches were dug either side of the road to allow for drainage



2: Religion
Some of the Roman gods:

• Jupiter: god of the sky, he was the most important god.

• Neptune: Jupiter's brother, he was the god of the sea.

• Mars: god of war.

• Venus: goddess of love.

Other gods:

• Romans often borrowed new gods from people they conquered. 

• Toward the end of the Roman Empire, emperors were worshiped as gods as well. 

Worship:

• Inside the temple was a statue of a god. Priests looked after the temple. 

• People went there to make sacrifices or offerings of food, flowers or money. 

• Sometimes the priest killed an animal, such as a bull, as part of the sacrifice ceremony. 

Beliefs:

• After death a person's spirit went to the underworld; the dead needed to cross the River Styx. The dead 
person's family would leave a coin on the dead body, to pay the ferryman, whose name was Charon.

• The Romans believed people called soothsayers could tell what the gods wanted and foretell the future 
by cutting open dead animals and looking at the insides. 

Christianity:

• Some of these old beliefs changed when Christianity was made the official religion of the Roman Empire 
by the Emperor Constantine in the 4th century CE. 

• Before then, Christians got into trouble because they refused to worship the emperor as a god. Some 
Christians were arrested and put to death.



3: Women and Children

Women

• Not regarded women as equal to men before the law

• Only a basic education, if any at all, and were subject to the authority of a man.

• By the first century C.E. women had much more freedom to manage their own business and financial 
affairs. A woman could own, inherit and dispose of property. 

• Women were not allowed to be active in politics. Neither were they taught how to write. Women could 
not vote or stand for office, women had no formal role in public life.

• Marriages were arranged, and many girls were married at the age of 14. A man could divorce his wife if 
she did not give birth to a son. 

Children

• When a new baby was born it would be laid at its father's feet - if the father picked the baby up it would 
live, but if he ignored the baby it would be taken away to die.

• Boys from rich families learned history, math, and literature at school, to prepare them for jobs in the 
army or government. 



4: Pantheon
• 126 CE, Emperor Hadrian had this temple build to honor and worship all the Roman gods. 
Front: 

• three rows of massive Corinthian columns. Each column weighs 60 tons
Dome: 

• one of the largest domes made of stone and concrete ever built. The dome is massive. 
• It weighs over 5,000 tons and has walls 20 feet wide at the base that taper to five feet at the top.

• The dome was constructed by pouring increasingly smaller rings of concrete, one of top of another, into a 
series of wooden molds. 

Oculus:

• A 29-foot wide round opening was left at the top. It let sunlight stream into the chamber and illuminate the 
140 shiny bronze panels set into the ceiling. 



5: Technology
Heating:

• They had central heating at home, in villas and in public baths

• heating system was kept going by slaves, who kept a fire blazing in a furnace to heat warm air. The warm 
air moved around the building through spaces under the floors and between the walls. 

Arches: 

• They made very big buildings with arched roofs. These roofs did not need rows of pillars, or columns, to 
hold them up - like in a Greek temple because arches can support more weight. A famous Roman 
building, the Pantheon in Rome, was the first big building with a dome. 

Aqueducts:

• The Romans were the first people to build aqueducts—built  to carry water. 

• It was like a bridge, built on arches. On top was a stone channel to carry water. The Romans used 
aqueducts to supply towns with water from springs, rivers or lakes. 

• The aqueduct sloped downhill towards the town, because water will only flow downhill.



6: Roman Army
Soldiers:

• Every Roman soldier was a Roman citizen who was at least 20 
years old. 

• He was not supposed to get married while he was a soldier. 

• Most soldiers in the Roman Empire came from countries outside 
Italy. 

• From Africa, France, Germany, the Balkans, Spain and the 
Middle East

• Soldiers had to stay in the army for at least 25 years. Then they 
could retire, with a pension or a gift of land to farm. 

• The soldier's main weapons were a short sword for stabbing and 
a long spear, or javelin for throwing. 

Legions:

• Legions = 4,000-5,000 soldiers called legionaries

• 30 legions in the Roman army



7: Colosseum
The Colosseum was one of the greatest feats of Roman engineering and a model for the ages. The name 
comes from the Latin word colossus, meaning “gigantic.” Its construction was started by the Emperor 
Vespasian and was completed by his sons, emperors Titus and Domitian. For centuries after its opening in 80 
CE, spectators, both rich and poor, cheered a variety of free, bloody spectacles—from gladiator fights to 
animal hunts.

Over 80 exits—giant staircases that allowed 
the building to be emptied in minutes

passageways—walkways that led to seats

Below the ground were 
rooms with mechanical 

devices and cages containing 
wild animals. The cages 

could be hoisted, enabling 
the animals to appear in the 

middle of the arena.

Facts About the Colosseum:

• Built—CE 72–81 
• Capacity—45,000–55,000 
• Materials—stone and concrete
• entertained the public with free games
• Games were held for a whole day or 

even several days in a row
• Games began with comical acts and 

displays of exotic animals and ended 
with fights to the death between 
animals and gladiators or between 
gladiators

upper story contained seating 
for lower classes and women

lowest story was preserved 
for prominent citizens


