
 

Unit 1 Overview and Historical Developments 
 The Global Tapestry: 1200-1450 

 

Key Terms: 
Topic 1.2 Developments in Dar-al-Islam 
Bentley: Ch. 14  

Bedouin 
Muhammad 
Allah 
Quran 
Hadith 
Mecca 
Ka’ba 

Medina 
Umma 
Five Pillars 
Jihad 
Sharia 
Caliph 
Shia/Sunni 

Umayyad Caliphate 
Jizya 
*People of the Book 
Abbasid Caliphate 
1258 
Silk Roads 
Caravanserais 

Sakk 
Women’s status 
Sufis 
Hajj 
Ibn Rushd 
 

 
Topic: 1.1 Developments in East Asia 
Bentley:  Ch. 13    

Sui Dynasty 
Grand Canal 
Tang Dynasty 
Civil service exams 
Song Dynasty 
Patriarchy 

Foot binding 
Empress Wu Zhao 
Technology 
Porcelain 
Gunpowder 
Paper money 

Mahayana Buddhism 
Confucianism 
Daoism 
Neo-Confucianism 
Silla Dynasty 
Nam Viet 

Hien Japan 
The Tale of Genji 
Shogun 
Kamakura 
samurai 

 
Topic 1.3 Developments in South & Southeast Asia 
Bentley:  Ch. 15 (background: p. 184-189—Buddhism, p. 188-190—Hinduism) 

Delhi Sultanate 
Monsoons 
Junks 

Indian Ocean Trade 
Emporia 
Kingdom of Axum 

Caste system 
Hinduism 
Sufi 

Bhakti movement 
Srivijaya 

 
1.4 State Building in the Americas 
Bentley: Ch. 20  

Teotihucan 
Toltecs 
Tula 
Mexica—Aztecs 
Tenochtitlan 

 

Chinampa  
Motecuzoma I 
Mexica social order, women 
Calpulli 
Mexica calendar 

 

Quetzalcoatl 
Huitzilopochtli 
Irotuois people 
Cahakia 
Inca 
 

Quechua 
Quipu 
Cuzco 
Inca Roads 

 
1.5 State Building in Africa 
Bentley: Ch. 18 

Stateless societies 
Kin-based societies 
Benin 
Kingdom of Kongo 
Trans-Saharan Trade 

Kingdom of Ghana 
Gold Trade 
Mali Empire 
Sundiata 
Timbuktu, Gao, Jenne 

Mansa Musa 
Mali 
Swahili 
Great Zimbabwe 
 

Age grades 
Islamic slave trade 
Kingdom of Axum 
Ethiopian Christianity 

 
1.6 Developments in Europe 
Bentley: Ch. 19    

 
 

SNAPSHOT ~1200 C.E. 

 Song dynasty – peak, then decline of Buddhism in China 
o Chinese Buddhism diffused/spread to Japan  

 Japan – unifying, centralizing political structure by Yamato clan (emperor) modeled after Tang China 

Holy Roman Empire 
William the Conqueror 
Horse collar 

Hanseatic League 
Chivalry  
Guilds 

Aristotle’s beliefs 
Dominicans & Franciscans 
Reconquista 

Pope Urban II 
Crusades 
Saladin 



 

 Ghana Empire  - first west African advanced, urban culture 

 polytheistic and animist north Africa and southwest Asia   

 expanding trans-regional trade routes, interactions (Indian Ocean, Tran-Saharan Africa, Silk Roads) 

 Feudalistic, Christian, Jewish, and pagan western Europe after fall of western Roman Empire 
o cultural and technological backwater 

 continuing Polynesian migrations throughout Oceania    

 Decline of Teotihuacan in Central Mexico 

 early Anasazi culture in North America 
 
Topic 1.1—East Asia 
Explain the systems of government employed by Chinese dynasties and how they developed over time. 

 Empires and states in Afro-Eurasia and the Americas demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity in the 13th century. 
This included the Song Dynasty of China, which utilized traditional methods of Confucianism and an imperial bureaucracy to 
maintain and justify its rule. 

Explain the effects of Chinese cultural traditions on East Asia over time. 

 Chinese cultural traditions continued, and they influenced neighboring regions.  

 Buddhism and its core beliefs continued to shape societies in Asia and included a variety of branches, schools, and 
practices. 

Explain the effects of innovation on the Chinese economy over time. 

 The economy of Song China became increasingly commercialized while continuing to depend on free peasant and artisanal 
labor.  

 The economy of Song China flourished as a result of increased productive capacity, expanding trade networks, and 
innovations in agriculture and manufacturing. 

Topic 1.2—Dar al-Islam  
Explain how systems of belief and their practices affected society in the period from c.1200 to c. 1450. 

 Islam, Judaism, Christianity, and the core beliefs and practices of these religions continued to shape societies in Africa 
and Asia. 

Explain the causes and effects of the rise of Islamic states over time. 

 As the Abbasid Caliphate fragmented, new Islamic political entities emerged, most of which were dominated by Turkic 
peoples. These states demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity. 

 Muslim rule continued to expand to many parts of Afro-Eurasia due to military expansion, and Islam subsequently 
expanded through the activities of merchants, missionaries, and Sufis. 

Explain the effects of intellectual innovation in Dar al-Islam. 

 Muslim states and empires encouraged significant intellectual innovations and transfers. 
Topic 1.3—South and Southeast Asia 
Explain how the various belief systems and practices of South and Southeast Asia affected society over time. 

 Hinduism, Islam, and Buddhism, and their core beliefs and practices, continued to shape societies in South and 
Southeast Asia. 

Explain how and why various states of South and Southeast Asia developed and maintained power over time. 

 State formation and development demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity, including the new Hindu and 
Buddhist states that emerged in South and Southeast Asia. 

Topic 1.4—Americas  
Explain how and why states in the Americas developed and changed over time. 

 In the Americas, as in Afro-Eurasia, state systems demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity, and expanded in 
scope and reach. 

Topic 1.5—Africa  
Explain how and why states in Africa developed and changed over time. 

 In Africa, as in Eurasia and the Americas, state systems demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity and 
expanded in scope and reach. 

Topic 1.6—Europe  
Explain how the beliefs and practices of the predominant religions in Europe affected European society. 

 Christianity, Judaism, Islam, and the core beliefs and practices of these religions continued to shape societies in Europe. 
Explain the causes and consequences of political decentralization in Europe from c. 1200 to c. 1450. 

 Europe was politically fragmented and characterized by decentralized monarchies, feudalism, and the manorial system. 
Explain the effects of agriculture on social organization in Europe from c.1200 to c. 1450. 

 Europe was largely an agricultural society dependent on free and coerced labor, including serfdom. 
Topic 1.7--Comparison 



 

Explain the similarities and differences in the processes of state formation from c. 1200 to c. 1450. 

 State formation and development demonstrated continuity, innovation, and diversity in various regions. 
 

TRANSFORMATIVE EVENTS 

 Rise of Islam 
 Southeast Asian trade increases through Straits of Malacca 
 Mongol invasion 
 Teotihuacan at height of regional power and influence-trade to current US Southwest 

 

KEY EVENTS 

 Origins and diffusion of Islam 

 Turkic conquest of India (creating Muslim, Delhi Sultanate) 

 Population growth and agricultural improvements led to powerful, new regional states in Africa, western Europe, Americas, 
smaller states in Polynesia 

 Russian tsars convert to Christianity, monotheism 

 Diffusion of Indian mathematics to Arabs 

 Mongol conquests of Song China, much of Eurasia (Russia and Ukraine) 

 Crusades 

 Papal- European monarchs conflict, “Investiture Controversy” 

 Nomadic Turkic gradual conquest of fragmented Abbasid (first Muslim) caliphate 

 Rise and decline of Mali 

 Travel of Ibn Battuta and Marco Polo 

 Swahili dominance of east Asian trade 

 Black Death, bubonic plague diffuses from Asia to Europe and Africa 
 

CONTINUITIES 

 European and Japanese feudalism                  

 Chinese cultural patterns & dynastic cycle  

 Major cities centers of trade, government, religion, and culture   

 Trans-regional trade  

 Roman legal system maintained in Byzantine Empire basis for western European legal system 

 Shintoism, Buddhism, Confucianism in Japan and the Japanese imperial family 

 Patriarchy - regional inequality increased    

 Slavery and other forms of forced labor 

 Mixture of African agricultural, nomadic, and urban cultures 

 Nomadic trade and conflict with settled, advanced, urban cultures  (civilizations) 
 

CHANGES 

 Increase in long-distance trade, interactions of Indian Ocean and trans-Saharan trade routes 

 Revival of earlier Silk Road trade and interactions (under Mongol protection) 

 Bantu migrations 

 Diffusion of Islam, Christianity, and Buddhism 

 Song restrictions on women’s legal rights, foot binding 

 Early European Renaissance 

 Long-distance trade from Mesoamerica to North America 


