
Foraging or Farming…



Document 1
Kevin Reilly, Excerpt from The West and the World: A History 

of Civilization

The most obvious achievements of the first civilizations are the monuments 
— the pyramids, temples, palaces, statues, and treasures — that were 
created for the  new ruling class of kings, nobles, priests, and their officials. 
But civilized life is much more than the capacity to create monuments.

Civilized life is secure life. At the most basic level this means security from 
the sudden destruction that village communities might suffer. Civilized life 
gives the feeling  of permanence. It offers regularity, stability, order, even 
routine. Plans can be made. Expectations can be realized. People can be 
expected to act predictably, according to the rules.

The first cities were able to attain stability with walls that shielded the 
inhabitants from nomads and armies, with the first codes of law that defined 
human relationships, with police and officials that enforced the laws, and 
with institutions that functioned beyond the lives of their particular 
members. City life offered considerably more  permanence and security than 
village life.

Source Kevin Reilly, The West and the World: A History of Civilization (New York: Harper Collins, 1989).
(Kevin Reilly is a professor of humanities at Raritan Valley Community College and was the cofounder and 
first president of the World History Association.)



Document 2
Hunter-Gather Shelters

Hunter-gatherer societies were 
(and some still are) generally 
nomadic, with individual 
communities often numbering 
fewer than 50 people. Their 
settlements were often found 
in caves or other natural 
shelters. Sometimes shelters 
were made of building 
materials that could be taken 
apart, moved, and put back 
together. This artist’s 
illustration shows an 
encampment of Sioux on the 
Great Plains of North America. 
Hunter-gatherers around the 
world lived a similar lifestyle 
for millennia.



Document 3
Map & Illustration of Life in Catal Huyuk

Catal Huyuk, in modern Turkey, 
was one of the first places in the 
world where humans lived in 
dense settlements. From about 
7500 to 5700 BCE, an estimated 
average of between 5,000 and 
8,000 people lived in mud-brick 
houses with rooftops serving as 
streets. James Mellaart, the 
British archaeologist who 
excavated Catal Huyuk in 1958, 
produced this drawing of the 
settlement’s layout. Alongside is 
an artist’s illustration of an 
individual dwelling.

Sources 
http://makingmaps.net/2008/1
0/13/cartocacoethes-why-the-
worlds-oldest-map-isnt-a-map/

http://www.ediciona.com/porta
folio/image/5/2/0/5/casa_catal
_huyuk_5025.jpg

Compare the hunter-gatherer shelters with the layout and 
illustration of dwellings in Catal Huyuk. Do you like the idea 
of that many people living so close together? Which lifestyle 
would you prefer?



Document 4
Tools from Hunter Gather Societies

Hunter-gathering societies 
have used various types of 
stones, as well as bone 
and antler, to make a 
variety of tools such 
scrapers, blades, arrows, 
spearheads, needles, awls, 
fishhooks, and harpoons. 
The 6.5- to 6.7-cm (2.5- to 
2.6-inch) flint blades on 
the left are from North 
Africa, dating from 5000–
4500 BCE. The 5.7- x 4.6-
cm (2.2- x 1.8-inch) 
scraper on the right is 
made of green jasper, 
dates from 5200 to 2500 
BCE, and was found in the 
south-central Sahara 
Desert.



Document 5
Tools from an Agricultural Society

These metal tools 
include a crescent-
shape scythe used in 
the harvesting of 
grain and a square-
end hoe used for 
weeding and other 
farming activities. 
They were excavated 
in contemporary 
Spain, and date from 
the fourth century 
BCE.

Compare the tools from different societies. How are 
they similar to each other? How are they different? 
Which tools seem easier to use?


