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I. Civilization’s Political System  

A. Political aspects 

i. Han China was governed via centralization ruled by an emperor and who 

was supported by an administration (“Han Dynasty”). 

ii. “The Han government was divided into three branches: the civil service 

(public administration), the military (defense), and the censorate (auditor)” 

(“Han Dynasty”).  

iii. In the early empire, the government officials were chosen based upon 

family connections. Later Han rulers developed a system of civil service 

examinations in order to select the most qualified and educated men for 

government positions. These men were educated at a university in order to 

train them for government positions ("Ancient Chinese Civilizations” 87).  

B. Law code 

i. The Nine Chapters Law were a continuation of laws developed during the 

earlier Qin dynasty, yet they removed the harsh laws such as guilt by 

association and added new chapters that covered almost every type of 

legal situation that could arise. There were 906 volumes government 

officials did not have the right to go into a citizen’s house and make an 

arrest unless they had “due cause” (Huang 169). 

II. Key figure—Emperor Wudi 

A. Background information 
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i. He began his rule when he was only 15 years old, so his grandmother, the 

Empress Dowager Dou, served as a mentor and guide for the first years of 

his reign (“Han Wudi”). 

ii. The early Han rulers had worked hard to consolidate the Han rule of China 

and had grain and money to support the government. This allowed 

Emperor Wudi to focus on advances in China (“Han Wudi”). 

B. Major accomplishments of Emperor Wudi 

i. Emperor Wudi secured China’s northern and western borders. Among the 

greatest threats were the nomadic Xiongnu of central and eastern Asia. He 

established military colonies and had great conquests that expanded China 

("Ancient Chinese Civilizations” 88). 

ii. Previous rulers allowed the prices of agricultural products had fluctuated 

often causing issues for the peasants. Wudi began a leveling system to 

elevate this issue. In this system, he “used price controls to balance the 

economic effects of farm surpluses or shortages. The program worked by 

storing surplus grains produced during good harvests for use during lean 

years ("Ancient Chinese Civilizations” 88-89). 

iii. As a result of some of Wudi’s conquests, he opened the Northern Silk 

Roads, which facilitated trade between China and central Asia and 

beginning of the cultural exchange between East and West (“Han Wudi”). 

III. Major accomplishments of civilization  

A. The Chinese invented paper. “The earliest paper was made from fishing nets, 

hemp, old rags, and tree bark. By the middle of the A.D. 700s, the use of paper 
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had spread throughout Central Asia and the Middle East, where it replaced 

papyrus as the main writing material” ("Ancient Chinese Civilizations” 95). 

B.   During the Han Dynasty, a scholar named Hu Shin developed a 10,000 character 

dictionary for the Chinese language. This dictionary was developed significantly 

earlier than in any other civilization ("Ancient Chinese Civilizations” 95). 

C.   Acupuncture was developed during this era. During this process, the 

acupuncturist inserts needles into certain points of the body to enable the body to 

move better. Today, researchers feel that the location of the placement of the 

needles might have “less electrical resistance than other parts of the body” which 

impact the nervous system ("Ancient Chinese Civilizations” 95). 

D. The stirrup was invented during this time. This enabled horsemen to stay on the 

horse better. At this point, they were made from cast iron or bronze ("Ancient 

Chinese Civilizations” 94). 

IV. Key events  

A. 210 BCE—After the fall of the Qin dynasty a civil war ensued. The Han dynasty 

took control of China at this point (Blackwell). 

B. 141–87 BCE emperor Wudi ruled China. He was famous for centralizing the 

government, expanding their territory, and implementing the civil service exams 

(Blackwell). 

C. 135 BCE—Wudi began the civil service examinations by ordering local 

governments to “recommend persons with intelligence, capability, and 

uprightness. When they were sent to the court they took written examinations 
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which in theory were given by the Emperor himself and were read by him. After 

this, government jobs were given based on the tests results (“Han Wudi”). 

D. 104 BCE—Emperor Wudi had brought peace to China and improved it so much 

his reign was called “the Grand Beginning” ("Ancient Chinese Civilizations” 88). 

E. 220 CE—The Han dynasty ended due the Yellow Turban Rebellion as well as 

unrest among various warlords and nobles ("Ancient Chinese Civilizations” 88). 

V. Map of civilization 

 

VI. Image  

 The seismograph was develop to identify earthquakes. It had the 

ability to detect earthquakes up to 400 miles from the Chinese capital.  
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