
Korean Conflict Activity 
Background on Korea 

1. Japan annexed Korea in the year ______________. What does 
the word annex mean? (use your phone if you need to) 

 
 
2. Why do you suppose Korea got divided after WWII between 

the U.S. and USSR? 
 
 
3. What does it mean that it was divided at the 38th Parallel?  (see 

the map) 
 

 
4. What occurred in 1948? 

 
 
Why do you suppose this occurred? 

 

War Breaks Out 

5. Who started the war? _______________________ Why? 
 
 
6. What was the United Nations response to the war in Korea? 

 

7. Why do you think that the Soviet Union would have vetoed the UN 
Resolution to send troops to help out South Korea? 

 
 

8. Why do you think it was significant that the U.S. never declares war 
on Korea? 

 

Major Movements of the War 

9. Who seemed to be winning in the early parts of the 
war?  _______ Why? (ask me to project this map in 
color so you can shade it in) 
 
 

10. What did General MacArthur do in response? 
 

11. Why do you think the Chinese intervened in the 
war? 

 

12. How did their intervention impact the war? 



 

Disagreements over the Strategy 

13. What did General MacArthur want to do? 
 
 
 
14. How did President Truman feel about the war in Korea? 
 
 
15. Who would you have supported if you had lived during the 

Korean Conflict—MacArthur or Truman? Explain your answer. 
 
 
 
16. Do you think the most American supported MacArthur or Truman? Why? 
 
 
 

Armistice 

17. What is an armistice? (look it up if you need to) 
 
 
18. What is supposed to occur after an armistice is signed? (ask me if 

you are not sure) 
 
 
19. Why do you think this is called the longest armistice in history? 

(think about the answer to the previous question) 
 
 
20. What actions has North Korea taken in recent years that might be 

alarming? 
 
 
 
21. What do you predict Kim Jung Un (the current leader of North Korea) might impact global affairs in the future? Be 

specific.  
 

 
 
22. How different do you think history would be if Korea had never been divided at the 38th Parallel? 


