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Preface to Exploration

* 1100s—Crusades—fought to regain Holy
Lands
— Increased mobility for Europeans
— Increased trade w/ Asia

« 1275—Marco Polo reaches Mongol court in
China

— Pax Mongolia helped to foster trade b/w Europeans
and Asia again

 1400s Europeans began exploring in search
for a sea trade route to Asia
— Not safe to travel by land any longer
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Purpose of Exploration

Purpose: gold, glory, and God

Gold—desire for wealth

— Main reason

— Spices (nutmeg, cinnamon, ginger, pepper) & luxury goods
from Asia

Glory

— Men looking for fame as explorers

— Nations wanting to improve their status

God
— Believed they had a duty to spread Christianity to world



Spice Trade before Exploration

-
’ Genoa Venice
T ‘\ SlIk Road
(-—&k é‘ - t‘,‘:—nnqhda
;;;m: ntow rand &and”dozék \ . China
X e ;
Ké\cu \ ‘
- - \Kerala ”
A
/ \Mtoca Moluccas
/ K }pim Islands)

- &



Map from 1400s, when people spread rumors of sea monsters
and shipwreck
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Would you have gone on an exploration journey?

Consider the facts:

- you have no idea what is out there

- it is extremely dangerous

- you could gain wealth and fame if you are successful




Effects of Exploration

Destroyed and built empires at great cost in
human life

Linked people of different cultures

Ended the isolation of world’ s major
civilization

By 1500 coastal charts and maps were fairly
accurate



European Exploration and Land Claims, 1488-1610
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