
Egypt Activity



Egypt—The Nile River

Nile 
River

Longest river in the world, stretching about 4,160 
miles

Flows from south to north, 
eventually branching into a fan-
shaped delta and emptying into 

the southern Mediterranean 
Sea. 

Advantage of location:

Deserts and seas that surrounded 
the Nile Valley provided a natural 

protection against invaders

Only the Isthmus of Suez broke these natural 
barriers

• The isthmus forms a land bridge between Africa 
and Asia. This land bridge provided a route for 
trade and for the exchange of ideas between the 
Egyptians and their neighbors to the east.

They used the papyrus 
plant that grew in 

marshes near the Nile to 
make papyrus, from 

which we get our word 
paper. 



Egypt—Language

Hieroglyphics

• By about 3000 B.C. Nile River valley people had developed hieroglyphics
(hy·ruh·GLI·fiks), a form of writing. Hieroglyphic writing used more than 600 
signs, pictures, or symbols to represent words and sounds. 

Rosetta Stone

• Thousands of years later, scholars learned to read hieroglyphic writing. In 
A.D. 1799 the Rosetta Stone was discovered. Carved on this stone were 
passages written in Greek, hieroglyphics, and an Egyptian writing style 
called demotic. 

• A French language expert used the Rosetta Stone to solve the mystery of 
hieroglyphics. Modern scholars could read the Greek text, which stated that 
all three passages said the same thing. Scholars could now read eyewitness 
accounts of Egypt’s history.



4 Egypt—Politics and Pyramids

Politics:

Egypt’s rulers were religious and political leaders. The people regarded them 
as gods, and built great temples and tombs to honor them. 

In later years the rulers took the title pharaoh, which means “great house.” 
Pharaohs held absolute, or unlimited, power. 

They not only led the government, but also served as judges, high priests, and 
generals of the armies.

Pyramids:

Egyptians of the Old Kingdom built the Great Sphinx and the largest 
pyramids. 

These structures still stand as symbols of the glory of Egyptian civilization. 
The Egyptians built the pyramids as tombs for the pharaohs. 

About 80 pyramids still stand, most of which are clustered in groups along 
the west bank of the Nile. 

The best-known pyramids, including the Great Pyramid, tower above the 
sands at Giza. Built in about 2600 B.C., the Great Pyramid covers about 13 
acres at its base. It was originally about 480 feet high and was constructed 
with more than 2 million blocks of stone, each weighing about 5,000 pounds.



Egypt—Social Life and Religion

Social Classes: 

Egyptian society was split into two classes that were rigidly divided. The lower class 
included peasants and farmers. These people owed the pharaoh certain services. 
They served in the army and worked on building projects, such as irrigation canals 

and pyramids. People in the lower class could improve their status, but they almost 
never entered the ranks of the upper class. 

Women:

Women, however, enjoyed many legal rights. They ranked as the equals of their 
husbands in social and business affairs. An Egyptian woman could own property in 

her own right. She could leave that property to her daughter. In many ways, 
Egyptian women had more freedom and power than women of other cultures in 

the region.

Religion:

In the early days of Egyptian civilization, many villages had their own local god or 
gods. These gods often had an animal symbol that people considered sacred. 

Sacred animals included the cat, the bull, the crocodile, and the scarab beetle. 
The most important god was Amon, or Amon-Re, the creator, identified with the 

sun.



Egypt—Science and Medicine

• Number system based on 10 (similar to the decimal system)

• Fractions and whole numbers

• Geometry 

• Medicine
• Due to mummification process that priests had to perform, they had to 

learned a great deal about the human body. Many priests became doctors.
• Egyptian doctors were sought after by royalty from other lands
• Treatments: “magic spells” 

• herbs and medicines

• Fix broken bones and dislocated joints
• Perform basic surgery


